number of leprosy cases has declined in recent decades, more than 25,000 new cases were diagnosed throughout the country in 2016 alone.² Furthermore, recent studies have argued that there are far more cases that remain undiagnosed.³ Brazil has undergone a drastic demographic transition. The reduction of mortality rates and subsequent increase in life expectancy, in conjunction with reduced fertility rates, are factors that have contributed to the aging of the population. 4 This double scenario, characterized concurrently by the persistence of the disease and the aging of the population, suggests that leprosy is a real health problem among elderly people. Additional aspects that further corroborate the need for reflection on this subject include the incapacitating potential of leprosy and the lower immunological competence of elderly people. Concern about the occurrence of physical disabilities has been highlighted. One of the three main goals of the "Global Leprosy Strategy 2016-2020", estabreseArCh letters t Thus, all cases of leprosy diagnosed and reported among the elderly population (age 60 or older) at the reference center in the city of Juazeiro, Bahia, Brazil between 2010 and 2016 were included in this study, which seeks to describe the occurrence of physical disabilities and stimulate reflection on this problem.
The following variables were analyzed: municipality of residence, degree of physical incapacity at diagnosis, sex, age, race, level of schooling, area of residence, clinical form, operational classification, entry mode, and detection mode. A simple descriptive analysis of these variables was carried out, and the logistic regression model was used to identify factors associated with the degree of physical disability in order to calculate the odds ratio (OR). Confidence interval and p-value were set at 95% and <0.05, respectively.
Among the 273 elderly individuals diagnosed, 28.6% were diagnosed with some type of disability. The proportion of elderly males with disability was almost 2.6 times higher than that of women. The proportion of elderly people with disabilities increased with age, as well as with low level of schooling in both sexes (Table 1) .
At the same time, an increase in the proportion of physical disabilities was associated with multibacillary forms of the disease (borderline and lepromatous). Of the individuals with multibacillary operational classification, 40.5% already had some degree of disability, compared to only 9.5% in paucibacillary cases (Table 1) .
This confirms that the higher the bacillary load, the greater the risk of neural damage and physical incapacities.
Regarding entry mode, 75.3% of new cases did not present any physical incapacity at the moment of diagnosis. With respect to this variable, relapsed entry deserves attention. Notwithstanding the fact that it represented only 6.0% of cases, more than one third of these presented some degree of disability (Table 1) .
Regarding mode of detection, referrals (61.9%) and spontaneous demand (24.2%) stood out. When analyzed according to the presence of disability, two facts deserve attention. The first one concerns the contact test, in which none of the subjects presented any incapacity; however, this mode is not very expressive, representing only 1.1% of the total cases. This finding reinforces the idea that early diagnosis prevents the occurrence of disability. The second fact relates to the number of ignored or blank fields, which totaled 10.2% (Table 1) .
The logistic regression analysis showed an association between physical disability and the following variables: gender (OR 2.62, p = 0.001), age group (OR 2.00, p = 0.027), and operational classification (OR 6.46, p = 0.001), thus reinforcing the aforementioned findings ( Table 2) .
The results obtained in this study suggest the existence of a relationship between leprosy in the elderly population and the occurrence of physical disabilities. This study observed the following:
the presence of some degree of physical incapacity in one third of patients at the time of diagnosis; an increased proportion of cases accompanying advanced age and low level of schooling; the prevalence of multibacillary forms; and, finally, a higher frequency of leprosy in males.
In view of the above, it should be noted that the increase in the number of leprosy cases in the growing elderly population will require that healthcare providers implement specific actions in their areas of care, and that public policies address this issue with programs to control leprosy. 5 This study found that men were more affected by the disease than women, but the values did not present significant difference. The majority of studies have also reported a higher prevalence of the disease in males and adults, although psoriasis may occur equally in both genders and at any age. 
